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Message From the Consul 

Did you know that the Department of 

State will mark its 230th anniversary on 

July 27? The mission of the Department is 

to lead America’s Foreign policy through 

diplomacy, advocacy, and assistance by 

advancing the interests of the American people, their safety, and 

economic prosperity.  Discover the history, practice, and challenges 

of American diplomacy by visiting the U.S. Diplomacy Center.   

 If you are going on a cruise this summer, check out our cruise ship 

passenger information page on travel.state.gov for tips on how best 

to prepare for your vacation at sea.   
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Inside this Issue 

Greetings from the Consular Section of the  

U.S. Embassy in Helsinki, Finland! 

 

We all know that Finland’s long summer 

days provide the ideal environment for fun 

with family and friends. As you prepare for 

your summer holidays, consider consulting 

the State Department’s Traveler’s Checklist  

and TSA’s Top Travel Tips to plan for a 

smooth, relaxing, and trouble fee vacation.    

 

As always, if you need to reach us or would 

like to provide feedback, please send an 

email to HelsinkiACS@state.gov. 

 

Kind regards,  

 

Jeremy R. Wisemiller 

Consul, U.S. Embassy Helsinki  

Ambassador and Mrs. Pence participated in the Helsinki Pride  

Parade on June 28, accompanied by members of the U.S. Embassy 

Helsinki community.  See page 4 for more on Pride Month.   

https://diplomacy.state.gov/
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/international-travel/before-you-go/travelers-with-special-considerations/cruise-ship-passengers.html
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/international-travel/before-you-go/travelers-with-special-considerations/cruise-ship-passengers.html
travel.state.gov
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/international-travel/before-you-go/travelers-checklist.html
https://www.tsa.gov/travel/travel-tips
mailto:helsinkiACS@state.gov
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                       Stay Connected with U.S. Embassy Helsinki 
 

 FACEBOOK                               INSTAGRAM                                                                                                 

  http://www.facebook.com/finland.usembassy                 https://www.instagram.com/usembfinland 

 
TWITTER                                                                            FICKER 

   http://twitter.com/usembfinland                                      https://www.flickr.com/photos/usembfinland/ 

U.S. Embassy Helsinki American Citizen Services Newsletter 

Embassy Spotlight 

Independence Day Celebration  
 

U.S. Embassy Helsinki celebrated America’s 243rd  

Independence Day on June 13 with more than 1,000 dis-

tinguished guests, including political and business leaders, 

academics, artists, and representatives from media, youth, 

and entrepreneurial organizations.  In his remarks, the 

U.S. Ambassador to the Republic of Finland Robert Frank 

Pence highlighted the Centennial of U.S.-Finnish diplo-

matic relations and touched on the deep and strong rela-

tionship between our two great countries. 
 

Pictures of the event are available in the U.S. Embassy 

Helsinki Flickr album.   

2019 Future Leaders Grant Award Ceremony 
 

U.S. Embassy Helsinki hosted 15 participants from the Finnish 

Future Leaders program along with their families at the U.S. 

Embassy Innovation Center on May 10.  Each participant  

received an award certificate signed by Ambassador Pence.     

Ambassador Pence, Public Affairs Officer Ethan Tabor, Finnish 

National Agency for Education Anni Miettunen and AFS’ Anni 

Siltanen delivered remarks, while Future Leaders alumni Kata 

Backman and Vihtori Nurminen recounted some of their experi-

ences from the program.  

Secretary Pompeo’s Trip to Rovaniemi  
 

Secretary of State Mike Pompeo shared the U.S.  

vision of the Arctic’s future at the Arctic Council 

Ministerial Meeting in Rovaniemi, Finland, on May 6. 

Secretary Pompeo emphasized close cooperation with 

U.S. partners on emerging challenges in the region, 

including the ambitions of non-Arctic nations.  “The 

region has become an arena for power and for compe-

tition. And the eight Arctic states must adapt to this 

new  future,” Pompeo said. 
 

Secretary Pompeo’s Remarks at the Arctic Council 

Ministerial Meeting - May 7, 2019 

Photos of the Secretary’s trip are available here.   

https://www.facebook.com/finland.usembassy
https://www.instagram.com/usembfinland/
https://twitter.com/usembfinland
https://www.flickr.com/photos/usembfinland/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/usembfinland/albums/72157709078274376
https://www.state.gov/remarks-at-the-arctic-council-ministerial-meeting-2/
https://www.state.gov/remarks-at-the-arctic-council-ministerial-meeting-2/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/statephotos/albums/72157706949658381
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Pride Month 

Click here for LGBTI Family 

Travel Tips 

Stonewall 50th Anniversary 
 

This year marks the 50th anniversary of the Stone-

wall uprising which took place in New York City 

and launched the American and global LGBTI 

rights movement.  To celebrate Stonewall 50, U.S. 

Embassy Helsinki organized a screening of the 

documentary “Stonewall Uprising” on June 25.   
 

Political Officer     

Harald Olsen intro-

duced the documentary 

"Stonewall Uprising" 

and spoke about the 

global impact of Stone-

wall today.  After the 

screening, Harald Ol-

sen, Public Affairs Of-

ficer Ethan Tabor and 

Consul Jeremy Wisemiller answered questions 

from the audience during a short Q&A session.  
 

Visit the Stonewall National Monument for  

additional information.  

Statement from the President 
June 1, 2019 

 

“As we celebrate LGBT Pride Month and recognize the 

outstanding contributions that LGBT people have made 

to our great Nation, let us also stand in solidarity with 

the many LGBT people who live in dozens of countries 

worldwide that punish, imprison, or even execute indi-

viduals on the basis of their sexual orientation.  My Ad-

ministration has launched a global campaign to decrim-

inalize homosexuality and invites all nations to join us 

in this effort!”  

 Acceptance and laws concerning lesbian, gay, bisexual, 

transgender, and intersex (LGBTI) persons differ from 

country to country.  
 

 Most LGBTI travelers encounter no problems while 

overseas, but it helps to be prepared and research your 

destination.  Consider the laws and attitudes in each 

country before traveling.  Start your research on the 

country information pages at travel.state.gov.  
 

 If you run into problems while overseas, the American 

Citizens Services (ACS) Section of the U.S. embassy or 

consulate may be able to help, especially if you feel you 

can’t approach the local police or encounter difficulties 

with local authorities.  
 

 Consular officers and employees will protect your pri-

vacy and will not make generalizations, assumptions, or 

pass judgment.  
 

 For travel safety information for the LGBTI communi-

ty, visit travel.state.gov/LGBTI.  
 

Q: What should LGBTI travelers do in advance of a trip   

overseas?  
 Consider carrying legal and health documents that will help 

give your spouse or partner the right to act on your behalf or 

participate in your care in case of an emergency.  

 Consider carrying documents regarding parentage and/or cus-

tody for accompanying minor children.  

 Sign up for the State Department’s Smart Traveler Enrollment 

Program (STEP) at step.state.gov to receive the latest security 

updates .   
 

Information for LGBTI Travelers  

https://travel.state.gov/content/dam/NEWTravelAssets/pdfs/LGBTI%20Pocket%20Card-Pride%20Weekend_FINAL.pdf
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/international-travel/before-you-go/travelers-with-special-considerations/lgbti.html
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/international-travel/before-you-go/travelers-with-special-considerations/lgbti.html
https://www.nps.gov/ston/index.htm
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/international-travel/International-Travel-Country-Information-Pages.html
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/international-travel/before-you-go/travelers-with-special-considerations/lgbti.html
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Visit www.ustraveldocs.com/fi or call +358 9 424 515 55 (M-F 08.00-20.00) for complete information about 

completing your nonimmigrant visa application, submitting payment, and scheduling your visa interview.   

U.S. Embassy Helsinki American Citizen Services Newsletter 

Celebrating 100 Years of U.S.-Finnish Diplomatic Relations in 2019  

To commemorate the anniversary year of the U.S.-Finnish diplomatic relations, U.S. Embassy Helsinki is taking 

on a challenge.  By the end of 2019, our American diplomats and friends of the Embassy community will try to 

visit 100 places in Finland.  Can we do it?  Follow along as we journey throughout Finland to celebrate the spe-

cial relationship between these two countries.  Additional information about the anniversary year is available on 

our webpage Celebrating 100 Years of U.S.-Finnish Diplomatic Relations in 2019. Track our progress here! 

Steps to Apply for a Student Visa 

http://www.ustraveldocs.com/fi
https://fi.usembassy.gov/our-relationship/usfin100/
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=1qk5E_h3gUf8EPqTHoqTTT8NdopGvVzOp&ll=64.74815817923802%2C25.42525180000007&z=5
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Please visit the following links to learn more about addi-

tional resources available to U.S. citizens. 

Have a question? 
  

Email: HelsinkiACS@state.gov  

 (include daytime number) or 

 

Call:  +358-40-140-5957 

 14.00 to 16.00 (Mon. & Wed.)  
 

U.S. Citizen Services 

Local Resources 

Please note: The Department of State assumes no responsibility 

or liability for the professional ability or reputation of, or the 

quality of services provided by the entities or individuals whose 

names appear on the following links.  

Legal Assistance  
 

The following link will direct you to the English-language 

pages of the Finnish Bar Association.  This link will enable 

you, using the ‘advocate finder’ tool, to conduct your own 

search for Finnish attorneys based on location, area of spe-

cialization, and/or language abilities.  Using the ‘web advo-

cates’ or ‘advonet advocates’ tools, you may be able to find 

an attorney who will provide legal advice on-line. 
 

The American Embassy in Helsinki, Finland, assumes no 

responsibility for the professional ability or integrity of the 

persons or the firms whose names appear in the infor-

mation found via this link.  The Embassy may not recom-

mend or otherwise endorse a specific attorney, nor can it 

provide any advice itself on legal matters. 
 

See the Finnish Bar Association website. 

Medical Assistance 

 

In Finland, medical facilities and their staff are generally ex-

cellent and are widely available for emergency services.  Eng-

lish is commonly spoken by Finnish medical personnel and 

most establishments accept foreign credit cards.   

 

If you are a tourist or temporary visitor to Finland and you 

require emergency medical assistant, you may visit a local 

medical center or clinic, called “ensiapuasema”    

(first-aid station).  Stations are often located in the district 

hospital and are able to provide a full range of services.   

Patients should be prepared to present their passports.  

 

If you are in urgent need of emergency medical assistance and 

cannot get to a hospital, dial 112.  This is the equivalent to 

“911” in the United States. 

 

Minor injuries can be addressed at most private clinics. 

 

If you are living permanently in Finland and you require pri-

mary health care service, you should first contact your local 

health center.  Residents of the municipalities can book ap-

pointments in a health center by themselves.  Access to spe-

cialized medical care requires a referral from a health center 

physician or private practitioner for non-emergency cases. 

 

Permanent residents also have the option to seek treatment at 

private clinics.  

 

Travelers with special medical needs should consult with their 

personal physician and take appropriate precautions, including 

bringing adequate supplies of necessary medication.  Medi-

cines may be brought into the country as long as they are in-

tended for the traveler’s personal use.  Medications catego-

rized as narcotics may only be brought into the country to 

cover the traveler’s personal use for a maximum of 14 days 

and must be accompanied by a medical certificate stating why 

the traveler needs them.  There are special requirements refer-

ring to quantity of dose that can be brought into the country. 

For more detailed information, please contact the Finnish Em-

bassy at Washington D.C. sanomat.was@formin.fi. 

 

Visit the U.S. Embassy Website for a list of medical facil-
ities in Helsinki.   

1. Emergency Assistance 

2. Marriage in Finland 

3. Living in Finland  

4. Driving in Finland 

5. U.S. Criminal Records Check 

6. Messages for U.S. Citizens 

mailto:HelsinkiACS@state.gov
http://www.asianajajat.fi/en
mailto:sanomat.was@formin.fi
https://fi.usembassy.gov/u-s-citizen-services/doctors/
https://fi.usembassy.gov/u-s-citizen-services/doctors/
https://fi.usembassy.gov/u-s-citizen-services/local-resources-of-u-s-citizens/emergency-assistance/
https://fi.usembassy.gov/u-s-citizen-services/local-resources-of-u-s-citizens/marriage-in-finland/
https://fi.usembassy.gov/u-s-citizen-services/local-resources-of-u-s-citizens/living-in-finland/
https://fi.usembassy.gov/u-s-citizen-services/local-resources-of-u-s-citizens/driving-in-finland/
https://fi.usembassy.gov/u-s-citizen-services/local-resources-of-u-s-citizens/evidence-no-criminal-record-u-s/
https://fi.usembassy.gov/u-s-citizen-services/local-resources-of-u-s-citizens/messages-u-s-citizens/
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  This summer the ACS Team was here for Americans in Prague.  From June through August we were very busy.  We 
processed 365 passports, over 75 belonging to Americans who had lost them (or had them stolen) while traveling.  We 
happily reported the births of 39 new American citizens.  We also notarized hundreds of documents, handled social se-
curity and voter registration issues, and helped several Americans in distress get back to the US.  We are proud to be of 
service to you. 

David A. Beam 
Consul General   

U.S. Embassy Helsinki American Citizen Services Newsletter 



7 

 

 

                                                                  
 

 

 

 

U.S. Embassy Helsinki American Citizen Services Newsletter 

Voting in U.S. elections 

Overseas citizens are eligible to participate in primary, run-off, and special 

elections that occur throughout the year, as well as the general elections in 

November.  We strongly encourage you to register to vote and/or request 

absentee ballots as early in the year as possible to ensure that you will re-

ceive all ballots for which you are eligible.  The official U.S. Government 

website for overseas absentee voting assistance is the Federal Voting     

Assistance Program website at http://www.fvap.gov.   

Be an educated voter.  Non-partisan information about candidates, their voting records, and their positions on 

issues is widely available and easy to obtain via the Internet.  Use the links appearing on the Federal Voting 

Assistance Program website, or choose any one of several search 

engines to locate articles and information. 

 

The Voting Assistance Officer at U.S. Embassy Helsinki is availa-

ble to answer questions about absentee voting.  To contact the   

Embassy send an e-mail to VoteHelsinki@state.gov.  Look for   

notices from the Embassy throughout the year relating to upcoming 

elections.   

http://www.fvap.gov/
http://www.fvap.gov/
http://www.fvap.gov/
http://www.fvap.gov/reference/
mailto:votehelsinki@state.gov
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Embassy Holiday Closures 
 

U.S. Embassy Helsinki will be closed in observance of the  
following Finnish and U.S. holidays: 

 
Monday, September 2, 2019  Labor Day    (U.S. Holiday) 

Monday, October 14, 2019   Columbus Day   (U.S. Holiday) 

U.S. Embassy Helsinki                                      Email:   HelsinkiACS@state.gov 

American Citizen Services                           Web:    http://fi.usembassy.gov  

Itäinen Puistotie 14 B      http://travel.state.gov 

 
Our number one priority is the safety 
and security of U.S. citizens abroad.  
 
We’ve redesigned our safety and secu-
rity information with this commitment 
in mind.  
 
Check out our new Travel Advisories 
at travel.state.gov/destination.  
 
#TakeUsWithYou 

Almost all male U.S. citizens, and male alien residents, who are age 18 through 25, are required to register with 

the U.S. Selective Service.  Dual nationals of the U.S. and another country are also required to register,  

regardless of where they live, because they are U.S. nationals.  The easiest and fastest way to register with the 

Selective Service is online through the Selective Service System website at www.sss.gov.     

 

Registration is a way our government maintains a list of names of men from which to draw in case of a  

national emergency requiring rapid expansion of our Armed Forces.  By registering all young men, the  

Selective Service ensures that a future draft will be fair and equitable.  

 

It's important to know that although one is registered with the Selective Service, they will not automatically be 

inducted into the military.  In a crisis requiring a draft, men would be called in sequence determined by a ran-

dom lottery number and year of birth.  Then, they would be examined for mental, physical and moral fitness by 

the military before being deferred or exempted from military service or inducted into the Armed Forces.  

 

For specific information on the Selective Service System and how to register, please visit www.sss.gov. 

 Selective Service System Registration 

travel.state.gov/destination
http://www.sss.gov
http://www.sss.gov
http://www.sss.gov

